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submission in a personal interview. Shivaji
knew the Khan's physical strength as well
as his real motive. He therefore implored
Krishnaji Bhaskar to bring the Khan to the
place of meeting without any attendants.
The Khan acceded to this request. Dressed
in a plain muslin robe, he came to the inter-
view in a palanquin armed with a straight
sword, accompanied by one attendant, named
Syed Bancla. Shivaji, taking into considera-
tion the seriousness of the occasion, wore
a steel cap under his turban, a chain armour
beneath his cotton gown, concealed a dagger
in his right sleeve, and fastened on the
fingers of his left hand, wagh-ndkhs or
tiger-claws (sharp hooks of steel that
lie concealed in the closed hand). Thus
prepared for any emergency, he slowly
descended from the fort. The Khan arrived
from the valley below in his palanquin
to the spot, which was richly decorated and
specially fitted for the memorable interview.
In the customary embrace, it is stated in
tjae Marathi chronicles, the stalwart Khan
first seized Shivaji's neck with his left hand'
and struck him with the sword.* As soon
as the Khan's treacherous object was mani-
* Extract from the Satara Bakhar, * Itihas Sangrah,' Vol. VI,
N"os. 4-5-6. page 70, and also Marathi Bakhars by Chitnis, Sabhasad
and others.